Five-year follow-up of vaccination against hepatitis B virus in newborns vaccinated with a reduced number of doses.
The protective efficacy and long-term immunogenicity of a schedule with a reduced number of vaccinations in infants born to mothers positive for hepatitis B surface antigen (HBsAg) has been investigated: 494 infants immunized with a plasma derived hepatitis B vaccine (Hevac B Pasteur) at day 20 after birth and 2 months later were studied. Anti-HBs seroconversion rate was 96% after the second dose, a value similar to that obtained in older children. At 5 years of life anti-HBs at protective levels was still 95.8%. In conclusion, we suggest that this effective and economical reduced vaccination schedule, which before this study was applied to older children, can be used in newborns from HBsAg positive mothers with good protective efficacy shifting the beginning of active immunization from birth to day 20.